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AUDIO PHYSIC KRONOS

The large-volume floor-standing Krokos speaker system 
is a current flagship of German audiophile’s Audio 
Physic company founded in 1985 by designer Joachim 
Gerhard. It may not be even right to call this huge three 
and half way system a flagship, but a battle flagship 
instead. This is a monument from both volume and 
sound viewpoint.  
The presented model weighing 120 kg consists of two 
separate modules. The system base is formed by an 
active sub-bass module firing within 10-250 Hz range 
and offering a total output power of 1000 W. The two 
and half way passive mid-high section reproducing 
sounds from 250 Hz up to ultra-high tones around 50 
kHz is situated on the top.  
In the sub-bass enclosure, there are four power and 
integrated amplifiers, each offering 250 W output 
power. One 10-inch sub-base long-throw speaker is 
attached to each of them.  To achieve maximum purity 
at very low frequencies, the extremely rigid cabinet 
reinforced by braces on the inside is divided into two 
separate, fully enclosed chambers placed on top of 
each other.  Each of the two chambers is designed for a 
pair of speakers arranged in bi-polar layout embedded 
into the cabinet’s side panels.  The rigid diaphragms of 
the sub-bass speaker pairs in mirror layout oscillate in 
symmetry to each other, thus effectively suppressing 
the cabinet’s spurious vibrations. The axes of two sub-
bass speaker pairs are situated in different heights from 
the floor with respect to each other (about 370 and 765 
mm), which slightly rejects the spurious effects of the 
listening area’s low-tone modes. The sub-bass modules 
are equipped with a cable remote control which can 
be used to set phase, relative volume level, cross-over 
frequency or select a preset frequency response to best 
match a specific listening room’s acoustics. 
The passive mid-high module’s side panels incorporate 
a pair of mid-range speakers in mirror layout having 
180 mm in diameter. A unique two-way coaxial mid-
high speaker with equal diameter of the mid-range 
diaphragm, firing from 250 Hz up to the above-mentioned 

ultra-high tones is embedded into the cabinet’s front 
panel. Pairs of side-mounted mid-range drivers with 
cone diaphragms from black eloxed aluminium alloy 
reproducing “only” within a narrow range of 250-500 
Hz, help the front coaxial speaker to handle the power 
demanding lower midrange.

 
This results not only in a 

smoother system frequency response, but also in a 
lower distortion of the reproduced sound within the 
described spectrum part. A modified Scan-Speak Ring 
Dome tweeter with fabric ring-shaped diaphragm with 
double wave cross-section is suspended in open air in 
the axis of the front coaxial driver designed without 
a compromise. This sophisticated tweeter is suspended 
on firmly tensioned carbon strings, which gives it a 
good mechanical isolation from the mid-range system’s 
vibrations.  Developed by Manfred Diestertich, the chief 
designer, the construction detail called SSC (String-
Suspension-Concept) being described here is designed 
to provide maximum clarity in treble reproduction. The 
design of the entire system containing a number of 
original design solutions is extremely meticulous.



SOUND

Over the many years of my listening experience I got 
used to the existence of a good many excellently 
sounding speaker systems of various designs, making 
the choice of an ideal set a matter of personal taste 
and preferences to a large extent. Listening to well-
designed reproduction systems has become sort of 
common practice to me with scarcely any speaker 
systems around that might really take me by surprise. It 
was just the described Kronos model, however, to wake 
me up fiercely from my reviewer’s quiet, as I may have 
found the listening as the most glorious audiophile’s 
event of the year.
Although the top-notch sound quality of the systems 
was obvious right at the first listening, it reached its 
full acoustic potential after several hours of continuous 
tuning of connected equipment including signal and 
speaker cables. In my opinion, the reviewed model’s 
performance is extremely neutral with every minor 
change in other components’ behavior being significantly 
audible. I used BAT (Balanced Audio Technology) VK-D5 
CD player and DVD/SACD player Primare DVD30 a the 
sound sources. The BAT CD player was connected to 
dCS Delius converter and dSC Purcell upsampler. The 
setup consisted also of BAT VK-20 and Primare PRE30 
pre-amplifiers, BAT VK-500 power amplifier, High-End 
Audio Systeme power filter, Neotech KHS-189 XLR 
signal cables and Neotech NS-012063 / NS-241260 
speaker cables.
With just casual listening to these systems, such as on 
a fair, you may not fully appreciate their outstanding 
sound quality. Kronos speakers not only require the 
connection of quality components, but also the 
possibility of an undisturbed, long-lasting listening. I did 
have this possibility and the longer I was concentrated 
on the listening, the more I liked their performance.  
I got very positively hooked on the system’s performance, 
such as during the listening to the new SACD edition of 
familiar Zenyatta Mondatta album by the legendary trio 
The Police to which part of my life is connected. Bass 
is said to be the hard player in music and I say that it’s 
not only the bass, but also the bass drum, also called 
“kick drum” in slang.  If I were to name my three most 
favorite drummers, Stewart Copeland, member of the 
above-mentioned legendary trio (unfortunately long 

since broken up) would be definitely among them. When 
in the past I would kind of learn to play the drums as an 
amateur, it was just Steward Copeland to be one of my 
biggest ideals. In my slack attempts to follow his cool 
“inside-out” style I had always broken my drummer’s 
teeth. Frequent listening to The Police (and incidentally, 
most often Zenyatta Mondatta LP), however, got sort 
of under my skin and for years I had thought this 
record to be so much familiar to me it could hardly 
surprise me with anything special any more. This album 
sounded always well, with bass guitar and drums being 
tremendously clear for their time - they were great to 
put that in plain language, but still never quite faithful. 
The difference between the album reproduction and the 
actual sound of my drum set (although a very cheap one) 
that I was obviously listening to from close proximity 
had always been tremendous. And I’ve always wished 
a hi-fi system would sound absolutely faithfully. So far, 
however, from my personal viewpoint, I’ve had even 
the best audio systems getting very close to reality but 
I’ve never come to a feeling of hearing true real sound. 
Now I mean above all the bass drum’s real performance 
whose reproduction has extraordinarily high power and 
dynamic requirements. Only now has my old hi-fi dream 
come true: the Kronos had the bass drum sounding so 
faithfully that it made me sit down to my armchair and 
listen, stunned and breathless, devouring every sound, 
tone and beat and wondering inwardly how could this 
be possible. Stewart Copeland with his drum set made 
himself kind of tangible in the listening room and I was 
marveling to find out he played even better than I had 
originally thought. Had I heard Copeland play his drums 
on the above-mentioned album in such clear way and 
with such extraordinary presence at that time in the 
80’s, I might not have had the nerve to make the slack 
attempt to imitate him then. The listening to Kronos 
open the unthought-of dimensions of Copeland’s music, 
whose art is now standing out so much as to make me 
stare kind of stunningly, as though I didn’t understand.  
And that’s just one of the features I’m finding fascinating 
about the described systems.  It’s not just a matter of 
hearing overall clearer sound, more transparent treble 
as well as bass, stunning dynamics, etc., but also the 
possibility of being able to better “peek” under the 
lid of musical action. You’ll find yourself much closer 
to individual musicians compared to other speaker 



systems nearly seeing them, say, touching the strings 
by their hands.  That’s where you clearly percept not 
only how the drummer handles his sticks, but for 
instance also the bass drum’s pedal. In addition, various 
authors’ creative intentions are much more clearer here 
which has been perfectly shown for example during 
the listening to the best songs of Peter Gabriel also 
released on an SACD disc. Even the listening to well-
known songs revealed some so far unknown sounds and 
musical and arrangement details. Only after years did I 
come to know about some other acoustic relations and 
“parallel” composing intentions I’d had no idea about 
before. Although until recently I thought I know Peter 
Gabriel’s work by heart, this fell wide of the mark again.  
During the listening to Kronos I was revealing many new 
“corners” of Gabriel’s music works. The reproduction of 
the above-mentioned selection sounded very lively with 
so much presence that I was sort of loosing any need to 
look for any other speaker systems. I was “just” quietly 
indulging in the enthralling spell of Gabriel’s musical 
universe. To put it shortly, I have found the listening 
to Kronos to be not only a great experience, but also a 
kind of new milestone in faithful sound reproduction. 
The dynamic headroom of currently reviewed model 
is really phenomenal. The presence of totally eight 
power amplifiers embedded in two sub-bass modules 
of classical pair of stereo speaker systems is no luxury, 
but a possible way to faithful reproduction of deep-
tone dynamic peaks.   
The very low bass, mid-bass and high-bass range 
sound so tight here that I regard them as the current 
reference standard of accurate deep tone reproduction. 
One coaxial speaker along with a pair of side-mounted 
“auxiliary” mid-range speakers provide smooth 
frequency response in generally often neglected 
highest bass range and lower mid-range. In this range, 
a number of competition systems sound fairly thin, thus 
diminishing for example the feeling of bodies of many 
musical instruments. On the other hand, Audio Physic 
Kronos speakers have full sound even in this extremely 
important part of sound spectrum, bringing the feeling of 
real size of musical instruments from, say, a snare drum 
to viola or cello.  Various male and female singers have 
also very real voices free of timbre distortion.  Human 
voice sounds so naturally as though it was a single band  
(wide-range) reproduction in positive sense. The treble 

is being sent out with accurate neutrality and perfectly 
smooth continuation upon the mid-range. The Kronos 
system is more than just designed and manufactured. 
Its sound has been painstakingly tuned down to details, 
which is rare and very important. The described model 
might be compared to a piano which is not only 
manufactured, but also tuned by skilled and patient 
tuner. The right and ultimately meticulous consonance 
of all details contains much of the currently reviewed 
product’s spell which has not only extremely dynamic, 
but also extraordinarily transparent and real sound.

CONCLUSION

I will describe the performance of excellently tuned 
Audio Physic Kronos speaker systems in a single word: 
phenomenal! Obviously, there is hardly anything to be 
so perfect that it cannot be perfect even more, but 
despite this general rule, I still find Audio Physic to be 
among very rare current definitions of ultimate sound 
fidelity. They have broad-minded as well as extremely 
meticulous design. In addition, the enclosure’s finish 
using natural veneer is simply prefect. What more can 
you wish? 

VERDICT

+: One of the current milestones in faithful sound 
reproduction. The perfectly tuned performance of an 
absolutely superior model can be described as extremely 
neutral, very real and extraordinarily live and dynamic. 
In addition, the power headroom and bass reproduction 
accuracy including the deepest tones is actually unique. 
The sound is both enthralling and faithful with rarely 
any comparison.  

-: Extremely high requirements for the connected 
equipment’s features (and sound quality) including 
external speaker cables. Relatively high positioned 
axis of the coaxial mid-high speaker. The listening in a 
common armchair renders vocals, cymbals, etc. sound 
from too much height. The sub-bass module’s remote 
uses cable, not wireless communication.



SPECIF ICAT IONS AUDIO PHYSIC KRONOS

Contact: High-End Audio Studio
Equipment type: floor-standing speaker system
System: Three and half way (two and half way mid-high module + active bass unit)
Deep tone module’s amplification 4 x 250 W
power output:
Speakers: 4 x bass speaker – 250 mm 
 2 x mid-range speaker - 180 mm
 1 x two-way coaxial mid-high speaker  - 180 mm
Frequency response: 10 Hz - 50 kHz
Rated impedance: 4 Ω
Characteristic sensitivity: 91 dB (1 W/1 m)
Recommended amplifier power output: 40-400W
Dimensions (Š x V x H): 360 x 1300 x 600 mm
Weight (piece): 120 kg
Warranty: 5 years
Price of a pair: 1.450.000 CZK (cherry, light maple, dark maple) 
 1.650.000 CZK (Macasar ebony) 












